
 

 
 

Ona Therapeutics is named as one of Fierce Biotech’s   
“Fierce 15” Biotech Companies of 2020 

 
Barcelona, Spain – 28 September 2020 – Ona Therapeutics, which is focused on the discovery and 
development of therapeutic biologics to treat metastatic cancer, today announced that it has been 
named by Fierce Biotech as one of 2020’s Fierce 15 biotechnology companies, designating it as one 
of the most promising private biotechnology companies in the industry.   
 
Valerie Vanhooren, CEO and co-founder of Ona Therapeutics, commented: “It is a great honor to 
be selected from hundreds of companies around the world as a Fierce 15 company. It has been a 
transformational year for Ona Therapeutics. Following one of the biggest Series A in Europe this year, 
this award validates our scientific approach and our commitment to developing first-in-class treatments 
for metastatic cancer patients. I would like to thank our team for their exceptional work, and we look 
forward to taking Ona Therapeutics to the next stage of development.” 
 
Ona Therapeutics was founded in 2019 by research scientists Salvador Aznar-Benitah and Valerie 
Vanhooren as an IRB Barcelona and ICREA spin-off. Its approach is based on pioneering work from 
Dr Aznar-Benitah published in Nature in 2017 that validates Metastasis-Initiating Cells as therapeutic 
targets in metastatic cancer. In June 2020, Ona Therapeutics raised €30 million in Series A financing 
to complete the pre-clinical development in a variety of tumor types and to move its lead candidate 
into first clinical studies in patients with metastatic cancer. The company’s investors include Asabys 
Partners, Alta Life Sciences, Bpifrance – InnoBio 2, Fund+ and Ysios Capital.   
 
Now in its 18th edition, Fierce 15 celebrates the next generation of healthcare companies championing 
innovation and creativity in the face of intense competition. Every year Fierce Biotech evaluates 
hundreds of private companies from around the world for its annual Fierce 15 list, which is based on 
a variety of factors such as the strength of its technology, partnerships, venture backers and a 
competitive market position. 
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For more information please contact: 
 
Optimum Strategic Communications 
Mary Clark, Shabnam Bashir, Manel Mateus 
+44 (0) 20 3922 1906 
onatherapeutics@optimumcomms.com 

 
 
About Ona Therapeutics 
Ona Therapeutics, with headquarters in the Barcelona Science Park (PCB), Barcelona, Spain, is a 
biotech company that specializes in the discovery and development of therapeutic biologics targeting 
tumor metastatic-initiating cells and lipid metabolism. Founded in 2019 by Salvador Aznar-Benitah and 
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Valerie Vanhooren, it was a spin-off from ICREA and Advanced Studies, and the IRB Institute for 
Research in Biomedicine.  www.ona-therapeutics.com  
 
About Fierce Biotech 
Fierce Biotech is the biotech industry's daily monitor, an email newsletter and web resource providing 
the latest biotech news, articles, and resources related to clinical trials, drug discovery, FDA approval, 
FDA regulation, patent news, pharma news, biotech company news and more. More than 150,000 top 
biotech professionals rely on Fierce Biotech for an insider briefing on the day's top stories. Signup is 
free at www.fiercebiotech.com/signup.  
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